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tre for Minority Issues (ECMI) is a non-partisan instiiution “ounded
he Governments of the Kingdom of Denmark, the Federal Republic of
i the German State of Schleswig-Holstein. ECM! was established in
heart of the Danish-German border region, in order to draw from
example of peaceful coexistence between minorities and majorities
| here. ECMI's aim is to promote interdisciplinary research on issues related
| majorities in a European perspectve and o contribute to the
interethnic relations in those parts of Western and Eastern Europe
tical tension and conflict prevail.
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PREFACE
Wr our personal weaknesses may be, the nobility of our craft will aliu in two
; commitments, difficult to maintain: the refusal to lie about what one knoi: . iance
; to oppression. Camus
This publication was commissioned by the European Centre for Minc ues in
view of the 20th anniversary of the entry into force of the Framework antion
for the Protection of National Minorities (FCNM) in February 2018. It =d on
some 20 interviews with persons belonging to national minorities, hur “ights

and activists, and government officials who, for the most part, he.. szen
ly involved with the FCNM. It offers a selection of experiences and views - the
from across the Council of Europe area, starting with the way the Convention
to existence (Chapter I: The Making of the Convention) to the way it has been
d and used in different contexts, both at national and multilateral levels
r II: The Lives of the FCNM). Finally, it attempts to highlight the expectations
 for the future of the Convention (Chapter Ill: What can the FCNM

is not meant to cover the great diversity of country-specific
CNM from across the Councul of Eurcpe area. It only offers
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Because he mastered so brilliantly the art of convers
this publication to the memory of Frank Steketee. |
the development of the Council of Europe’s |
1990s. His creative spirit, enthusiasm, and
to be a source of inspiration.

Stéphanie Marsal
Independent Consultant




































































































































































































